
ñSt. Mary Spiresò is a quarterly newsletter of St. Mary Parish, 
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, May, August 
and  November with the assistance of the following parish-
ioners: 
 
  Kathy Clanfield, 755-0338 
  Al Funk, 752-6627 
  Marge Reed, 752-5821 
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  
Let us know what youôd like to see.  You may call any of the 
parishioners above or contact Heather Rude at the rectory, 
752-7861. 

PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                               313 Wall St., Janesville WI, 53545

  

       Web site: www.nativitymary.org 

 

 

 

  FAX 758-0720 

Rev. Stephen J. Umhoefer, Pastor                             752-7861 

Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach  

Bob Craig, Coordinator of Liturgy & Music 

Kathy Fisher, Business Manager 

Heather Rude, Parish Administrative Assistant 

 
 
  
 
  
 

 SCHOOL:                     307 E. Wall St.  754-5221 

Julie Garvin, Principal  

Sue Vodak, Secretary 

 
 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   754-5284 
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A year ago in the May edition of Ȱ3ÐÉÒÅÓȟȱ  ) ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÎ 3ÉÓÔÅÒ +ÁÔÉÅȭÓ ÒÅÔÉÒÅȤ
ment and what her many years of ministry have meant to us.  I also said that 
×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ȰÓÏÏÎ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓȢȱ 
 
We did just that.  In June, our pastoral staff and several key parishioners 
spent a day reviewing and assessing our parish, its needs and how we might 
address them.  We listened for comments from anyone who had an insight to 
share.  Finally, we drew up a job description and began the search for a pas-
toral person whose job title would be Ȱ$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ 0ÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ /ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈȢȱ   
 
Five people were interested, of which we interviewed two.  Both of these can-
didates had a lot to offer and impressed our interview committees.  After 
some thoughtful discussions, clarifying the assets each person offered and re-
flecting further on our needs,  we chose Sister Ruth Brings, S.S.S.F., a Fran-
ciscan of the same order as Sr. Katie!  Sr. Ruth brings the kind of experience 
that will be an asset to our parish.  She has been a chaplain in both a nursing 
home and a hospital setting, has served as a pastoral associate in a large par-
ish and, since she is a School Sister of St. Francis, has been a religious educa-
tion director and a Catholic school teacher.   
 
3ÉÓÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÕÓ ÉÎ -ÁÙȢ  7Å ×ÉÓÈ ÈÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
and we pledge her our support as she gets to know us and our community! 

Welcome  
Sr. Ruth Brings!!!!!!!! 



Religious Education Reformation  
 

We have developed a new plan, focusing primarily on educating our children 
in the faith.  We have looked to the considerable talent in our parish and have 
formed an advisory board, of at least a half-dozen people.  There will be three 
coordinators:  Val Crofts for the high school and Jan Bier and Teresa Pickarts 
for elementary and middle school.  We are excited with this customized 
ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȦ 
 

A Power-!ÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ $ÏÏÒ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓȦ 
 

Some of you may have noticed a nice big push button at the Wisconsin St. 
entrance to our church.  Katie Cooper and her daughter, Lily, wanted to 
ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÏÆ +ÁÔÉÅȭÓ 
recently departed mother, Catherine Cooper .  They agreed to purchase a red 
stole for Mass, but also wanted to do more.  Katie then suggested a power-
ÁÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÄÏÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÌÅÖÁÔÏÒ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅȢȱ  7ÈÁÔ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÉÄÅÁȦ  7ÈÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
we think of that before? 
 
Thanks to their initiative and substantial contribution towards its cost, those 
who find  our glass doors a challenge to open can more easily enter our 
church.  Catherine would have appreciated this new convenience.  Certainly 
she is smiling at this thoughtful gift!  Thank you!  
 
Our New Parish Website  
 

We are proud of our new parish website, developed earlier this year.  We have 
put a lot of effort into making it practical, easy to use and attractive.  Please 
check it out:  www.nativitymary.org.  I suggest you put it in your 
Ȱ&ÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓȱ ÆÉÌÅ ÓÏ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÔ ÅÁÓÉÌÙȢ  9ÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÅÖÅÎ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ 
your personal home page. 
 
When you get to the website, you will see tool bars just above and just below 
our banner.   Two of the labels above the banner are for our School and our 
Religious Education pages.  Just below the banner you will find Ȱ!ÂÏÕÔ 5Óȱ 
and Ȱ,ÉÎËÓȢȱ 
 
 
 
 
 



 About Us:  This is where all the basic 
information about our parish can be found ɂ  
how to contact us, including staff members and 
parish council members.  You can also read any 
Sunday Bulletin you may have missed! 
 
 Links:  These can connect you immediately 
to answer almost any question you could 
imagine ɂ you can go to information and 
documents from the Diocese of Madison, the U.S. 
Bishops, or the Vatican.  You can find the latest church news and commentary 
from various points of view.  You can read the Bible, see what other Catholics 
are thinking and even make a new friend.  You can look up a term, a teaching 
ÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ -ÁÓÓ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  /ÕÒ Ȱ$ÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÌÉÎË ÏÆÆÅÒÓ 
you a half-dozen different ways to pray, from traditional and familiar to actual 
computer-assisted personal prayer.  Try it!  Finally, you can even hear a 
homily you may have missed (or, if you or a loved one are home-bound, you 
never get to hear)! 
 
In all of this, we are trying to improve our ministry, so your parish home can 
be the place you naturally turn to on a regular basis for growing in your faith 
or for receiving any kind of special help you may need.  So if we can help you 
in the door by using a push button, if we can care for your spiritual needs 
through Sister Ruth or instruct your children in our religious education 
program, or if we can enrich your faith life through the resources of our 
website, please let us serve you!  
 
God bless you! 
 



Thank you  
By Bob Craig 

Director of Liturgy  
 

#ÁÎ ×Å ÅÖÅÒ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÁÙ Ȱ4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕȱ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȩ  #ÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÎÏÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ 
our Music Ministry here at Nativity of Mary.  The cantors and musicians put 
in many hours of practice to be able to assist the congregation with prayer at 
our liturgies. Nativity of Mary is  
fortunate to have 3 choirs available for Mass.  The Loft Choir,  
the Sanctuary Choir and the Resurrection Choir (for funerals) are filled with 
dedicated, spiritual people. I am indebted to all the choir members and in-
strumentalists who serve so faithfully in our Parish. 
I would particularly like to Thank the cantors who lead us each week: 
 

Kathy Bitter   Pat Brotzman    
Sally Churchill              Brian Hansen    
Karen Hayes   Kathy Hudziak 
Malorie Imhoff              Marge McGrath   
Pieter Michels                               Todd Miller 
Ann Reed-Lehr              Joanne Shields 
 

) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÁÎÄ ) ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÐȤ
preciate that they are sharing their gifts with us. 
 
Many of you take part in the Mass as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Altar 
Servers, Ushers and Liturgical Coordinators. You understand that it is a call-
ing and a privilege to serve. I appreciate the way you have welcomed new 
ministers in and mentored them; sharing your experience and knowledge.  
You recognize that, as new ministers serve, traditional schedules and place-
ments must be altered and amended.  I am in a debt of gratitude for your 
flexibility. These ministries will continue to grow because of your examples of 
leadership, hospitality and reverence. 
 
I pray that each you know how grateful I am that you are part of our Liturgi-
cal Ministries.  Our community is stronger because while we are worshipping 
together, we are serving together. 



We remember the following parishioners who have died  
from February 2010  
through April 2010 

 
 

 
 

James R. Spaight 
February 5, 2010 

 
Patricia Ann Sartell  

February 6, 2010 
 

-ÅÒÒÉÔÔ Ȱ"ÒÏ×ÎÉÅȱ "ÒÏ×Î 
February 28, 2010 

 
Amy Jo Laack 

March 14, 2010 
 

Lawrence John Horkan  
March 16, 2010 

 
Anna Marcella Knitter  

March 23, 2010  
 

Regena M. Brown 
April 4, 2010 

 
Loretta Check  
April 9, 2010 

 
Albert Thornton  

April 10, 2010 



                                                                              A warm welcome to our  
                                                                             newest parishioners who  
                                                                           registered in the months   

                                                              of February, March & April 2010. 
 
 
 

Kasper , Tara 
 

Lerner, Anne-Marie and Daniel 
Micah ɀ 2 

Naomi ɀ infant 
 

Murwin , Brian and Julie 
 

Suehring , Rebecca and Shane 
Morgan ɀ infant 

 
Pickarts, Rodney and Karen 

Baptisms 
 

 

Carmen Maria Cuevas 
Daughter of Lilanne Bordelon 

February 12, 2010 
 

Ava Jean Nehls 
                 Daughter of Lucas & Alisha Nehls 

                 February 14, 2010 
 

             Noah Glenn Hahn 
           Son of Carl & Deborah Hahn 

         April 11, 2010 
 

                 Mia Marie Abarca Johnson  
              Daughter of Jeremiah & May Johnson 

       April 17, 2010 



         St. Mary School  

On May 12th, our 4th and 5th grades will visit St. Elizabeth Home in Footville to 
sing and play BINGO with the residents. It is a great way for different genera-
tions to experience the joy each age can bring. 
 
On the morning of May 14th, the 4th grade students will be displaying their 
Wisconsin projects in the Church Hall. The children have put hours of effort 
into their research and presentations. It is always enjoyable to see and learn 
new things about our state! 
 
On May 17th, our 3rd grade students will be displaying their Ancestry projects 
at an Open House in the afternoon. Through this activity, students learn new 
and interesting things about their families and heritage. 
 
Our All School Spring Concert will be at 1:30 and 6:30 pm in the school audi-
torium on Tuesday, May 18th. All are welcome! 
 
The 3rd grade will visit Green Meadow Farm on May 20th. 
 
3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÓÔ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ×ÉÄÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓ -ÁÓÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ  
Friday, May 21st at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Our 5th-8th grade Award Ceremony will take place at 9am on May 25th. 
 
The Citywide Track Meet for 5th grade will take place at Monterey Stadium on 
the afternoon of May 25th. 
 
The 4th grade Citywide Track Meet will take place on the afternoon of May 
26th at Monterey Stadium. 
 



May 26th is Market Day pick-up from 2:30-3:30. 
 
8th Grade Graduation is at 7pm, May 26th in Church. 
 
Our Annual School Picnic will take place May 27th ÁÔ 0ÅÁÃÅ 0ÁÒËȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÏÐÅ 
for sunny skies!! 
 
May 28th is our last day of school. School will be dismissed after the 10:30am 
Mass. 
 
!Ó ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÂÕÙ 3ÃÒÉÐȢ  )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 
in the school office until June 4th and after August 9th. During the rest of the 
summer, you can purchase Scrip from Heather in the Parish Office at 752-
7861 or at Masses on the 1st and 3rd weekends of each month.  
 
!ÌÓÏȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ -ÁÒËÅÔ $ÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȦ /ÕÒ ÓÁÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 7ÅÄÎÅÓȤ
day, July 21st. Profits from this sale and the sale in September will go toward 
ÔÈÅ #ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ςπρρȭÓ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ $Ȣ#Ȣ 
 
Have a happy and safe summer!! 

ECHO Needs 
 
Pork & Beans                                  
Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Soup & Crackers 
Spaghetti Sauce 
3ÐÁÇÈÅÔÔÉ /ȭÓ 
Canned Meats 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

40th   Anniversary Block Party  

Help us celebrate helping others!  

Date: May 22  

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Location: ECHO Building  

65 S. High St. Janesville, WI  

Refreshments, Tours of ECHO, Trivia Games, Magicians, Face 

Painting, And much more!  

Deodorant 
Toothbrushes 
Laundry Soap 
Toilet Paper 
Diapers (Sizes 4-6) 



Casedy Bakken 
Thomas Barrette  

Nathan Baumeister  
Holly Blaise  

Joseph Crofts 
Carmen Cuevas 
Hannah Finn  
Grace Finn 

Caitlyn Harrison  
Mitchell Heinzen  

Alex  Linde 
Devon Steed 

Sawyer Sullivan  
Kaylee Schackett 
Michael Terrill  

Sam Walsh 
Bryant Wanninger  

Ivy White  
Kaley White  


