
St. Mary SPIRES  

A Quarterly Newsletter of St. Mary, Janesville, WI .             

February 1, 2010 

 

WHATôS INSIDE: 
 
 

  

From the Pastor                 Page  2 

 

 

Liturgy News                   Page  4 

 

  

Easter Mass Schedule         Page 6                                    

 

 

Sacramental Records          Page 8 

                         

                

School News                       Page 10 

 

 

Knights Of Columbus      Page 12                                   

 

 

Volunteer Recognition     Page 13                                    

 

 

8th Grade Fundraiser       Page 14                       

 

 
                                      
 

                                                       



 

 

Our parish, as is true of any parish, is a gathering of people in the name of Je-
sus, who enrich our lives with inspiring example and benefit our community 
ÉÎ ×ÁÙÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅȢ    
 
Ron Del Ciello is one who may worship unnoticed by many, but who has had 
great impact on our community as Director of House of Mercy .  Ron was 
working as an alcohol and drug counselor in Chicago, when, in 1984, he was 
asked by Parkside Lodge of Wisconsin to move to Janesville and establish an 
alcohol and drug rehabilitation facility at the former Anderson Alcoholic Re-
habilitation Center, housed in the former Sisters of Mercy Convent at St. Pat-
ÒÉÃËȭÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈȢ   
 
Ten years later, Mercy Health Systems acquired this important community 
health service from Parkside, with Ron continuing to direct the facility and its 
ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ Ȱ-ÅÒÃÙ /ÐÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ  -ÅÒÃÙ /ÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ -ÅÒÃÙ (ÏÓȤ
pital in 1996, leaving the former convent available for new community ser-
ÖÉÃÅȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ 2ÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ Ȱ$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ 
-ÅÒÃÙ (ÅÁÌÔÈ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓȟȱ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ (ÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ  
This vital service offers temporary shelter and support for homeless women 
and for women and children who have fled from domestic violence.  
 
Now, after 25 years of service, Ron has retired, leaving the work in the caring 
hands of the new director, Shirley Van Horn, who has served at the House of 
Mercy since the beginning.  It is usually at full capacity with women who need 
help, and is regularly assisted by volunteers from our parish.  In addition, St. 
-ÁÒÙȭÓ ÔÁËÅÓ ÕÐ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 
Lenten almsgiving.   
 
We pray the Ron will enjoy many years of richly deserved respite!    
 
 



Father Emmanuel Acheampong, on the other 
hand, is nowhere near retirement.  Ordained in 
2005 for the diocese of Navrongo-Bolgatanga in 
Ghana, he recently stayed with us for a month ɂ  
meeting in Madison with the Global Solidarity 
Committee and developing new ideas for the 
future of the relationship of our diocese with 
his.  
 
Father Emmanuel is the official representative 
of his diocese to ours, but also is the Director of 
Youth Ministry, as well as teacher and chaplain 
for four secondary and post-secondary schools in Bolgatanga.  He has proven 
popular with parishioners of all ages and is a great preacher, as well.    
 
In the meantime, countless members of our parish continue to care for one 
another and for the community in which we live.  Your lives are each 
inspiring, even though you are not written up in Spires! 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************************************************  

All New Parish Members -  Youôre Invited 
 

Please join us on  
Sunday, February 14, 2010  
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass  

in the Church Hall,  
for a  

ñNEW MEMBER SOCIALò. 
 

Meet fellow parishioners and learn more about the parish.  
Refreshments will be served.  

 
For more information or to R.S.V.P.,  

call Heather at 752 -7861.  



,%.4 ςπρπ !4 ! ',!.#%ȣȢ   
 Nativity Of Mary Parish 

 

 
February 17, 2010 - Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m. Mass 
12:10 p.m. Word Service with ashes 
6:15 p.m. Mass 
 
February 20 & 21, 2010  - First Sunday of Lent  
Special Collection: ECHO 
4:30 p.m. Mass ɀ Rite of Sending RCIA candidates and catechumen 
 
February 22, 2010 ɀ Monday  
4 p.m. ɀ 6:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
 
February 27 & 28, 2010 ɀ Second Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: SISTER PARISH ɀ St. Francis Solanus 
 
 March 5, 2010 ɀ Friday  
10:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross 
11:00 a.m. ɀ 1:00 p.m. Salad Luncheon ɀ School Gym 
 
March 6 & 7, 2010 ɀ Third Sunday of Lent  
3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȡ 97#! "!44%2%$ 7/-%.ȭ3 3(%,4%2 
 
March 8, 2010 ɀ Monday  
χȡππ ÐȢÍȢ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ 4ÁÉÚÅȭ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 
 
March 9, 2010 ɀ Tuesday 
5:15 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 13 & 14, 2010 ɀ Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Special Collection: HEALTHNET 
 
March 16, 2010 ɀ Tuesday 
5:15 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 20, 2010 ɀ Saturday  
9:30 a.m. Communal Reconciliation at St. Williams 
 
March 20 & 21, 2010 ɀ Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Special Collection: HOSPICECARE/MERCY HOSPICE 



March 22, 2010 ɀ Monday  
4 p.m. ɀ 6:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
 
March 23, 2010 - Tuesday 
5:15 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 25, 2010 ɀ Thursday  
χȡππ ÐȢÍȢ #ÏÍÍÕÎÁÌ 2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ɉ-ÉÌÔÏÎɊ 
 
March 27, 2010 ɀ Saturday  
ωȡσπ ÁȢÍȢ #ÏÍÍÕÎÁÌ 2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ɉ*ÁÎÅÓÖÉÌÌÅɊ 
 
March 27 & 28, 2010 ɀ Palm Sunday 
 
March 29, 2010 ɀ Monday  
5:15 p.m. Prayer Service and Sending ɀ Flowers for the Homebound 
 
March  31, 2010 ɀ Wednesday 
ςȡππ ÐȢÍȢ Ȱ,ÉÖÉÎÇȱ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
 
April 1, 2010 - Holy Thursday  
,ÉÔÕÒÇÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ ɀ 6:15 p.m.  
 
April 2, 2010 - Good Friday 
#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ $ÅÁÔÈ - 1:00 p.m.  
 
April 3, 2010 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m.  
 
April 4, 2010 - Easter Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
9:30 a.m. Mass 
11:00 a.m. Mass 
 
April 5, 2010 - Easter Monday 
χȡππ ÐȢÍȢ %ÁÓÔÅÒ 4ÁÉÚÅȭ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 
 
May 29 & 30, 2010 ɀ Anointing of the Sick  
following each Mass 
 

HAPPY EASTER 



                                                      Lent in Cluster Parishes  
 
 

St. John Vianney Parish - 
Ash Wednesday - 8:15 a.m., 12:15 p.m. & 6:15 p.m.  
Holy Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday - 1:00 p.m. Service 
Holy Saturday - 7:30 p.m.  
Easter Sunday - 8:15 a.m. & 9:45 a.m.  
 
*****************************************************************************  
St Patrick Parish -  
Ash Wednesday - 8:30 a.m.  & 5:15 p.m.  
Holy Thursday - 5:15 p.m.  
Good Friday - 12:30 p.m. Service 
Holy Saturday - 7:00 p.m.  
Easter Sunday - 7:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  
 
*****************************************************************************  
St. Mary Parish Milton -  
Ash Wednesday - 7:00 a.m. 4:15 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.  
Holy Thursday - 7:00 p.m.  
Good Friday - 1:00 p.m. Service 
Holy Saturday - 8:00 p.m.   
Easter Sunday - 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
 
************************************************************************  
St. William Parish -  
Ash Wednesday - Mass schedule not yet available  
Holy Week Mass Schedule not yet available.  
 
*****************************************************************************  



Nativity of Mary Parish Nurse Program  
 

Our Parish Nurse Program meets monthly at 
Mercy Hospital with moderator Chaplain 
Dowling and Susan Potter, Nursing Education 
Director, participants are nurses from our 5 
cluster churches and other churches in the 
Janesville community.  We work together to 
achieve the common goal of improving the 
health and wellness of our church communities. 
Educational programs are provided and area 
agency's present information regarding their 
resources. This past Spring we provided a 
Hospice panel presentation on Hospice's 
serving or moving into our cluster area. It was held at St Mary's Milton and 
was well attended and most informative.  Blood pressure clinics are set-up in 
the cluster churches, one Sunday/month. We are looking into opening one 
here at St Mary's.   
Clustering, which our local parishes are doing has been very helpful to our 
pastoral ministers; to those who do ministry care in their home parish and to 
our Pastors. Representatives from the five parishes meet monthly as a 
pastoral care sub-committee for discussion on what is being done and to plan 
for how we can better address the needs of our parishioners and of Catholics 
in all of the care facilities in Janesville and Milton.  Our group developed a 
spread sheet which helps the pastors see at a glance, names of nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, etc and who visits them and how often. 
Our Parish is looking for healthcare providers to volunteer assisting with a B/
P Clinic at St Mary's. If interested, contact Heather Rude at the rectory office. 
(752-7861)  We can then move forward in gathering together to schedule and 
open here at St Mary's Parish. 
  
Virginia Wyss 
Pastoral Nursing     



                                      A warm welcome to our newest  
                                       parishioners who registered  
                                    in the months of  
                                      November, December, 2009 & January 2010  
 

 
CAMPION, James 

 
DAVID, Carmen 

 
MC CARTHEY, Richard 

 
WYSS, Inez 

Jeremiah Bakken ɀ 12 
Casedy Bakken ɀ 8 
Savanah Wyss - 3 

 
YAKES, Marie & Brian 

Emma ɀ infant 
 
 

We remember the following parishioners who 
have died from November 2009  

through  January 2010  
 
 

William V. Skelly  
November 2, 2009 

 
Annette Gillenberg  
November 22, 2009 

 
 



Marriages 

 
Jonathan A. Nichols 

&  
Stacie L. Moen 

December 5, 2009 

Baptisms 
 
 

Macey L. Coogan 
November 1, 2009 

 
Joanna M. Kramer 
November 8, 2009 

 
Connor M. McClellan 

November 8, 2009 
 

Sam D. Monroe 
December 6, 2009 

 
Elliott R. Groetken  
December 20, 2009 

 
Olivia F. Groetken  
December 20, 2009 

 
Elizabeth J. Waterbury  

December 26, 2009 
 

Emma M. Yakes 
January 17, 2010 



              St. Mary School  

Happy New Year!! Our second semester of school has begun and as always, 
our students are busy. Here are some highlights: 
 
On January 29th, St. Mary's School will benefit from an Elks Club Dinner 
Fundraiser . One dollar from every dinner purchased will be given to our 
school. Thank you Elks Club! 
 
Catholic School's Week runs from January 31 - February 6. During this 
week, our students will celebrate being part of our great Catholic school. Ac-
tivities will include writing notes to parishioners thanking them for their sup-
port. These notes will be inserted into the Bulletins the weekend of January 
31. Students will also take part in a prayer service, fun "dress up" days, read-
ing stories to Prayer Partners, making Valentines for vets in the VA hospital, a 
coin competition benefitting enlisted men and women as well as the country 
of Haiti, and an all-city school Mass followed by a trip to the movies. On Fri-
day, Middle School students will take a trip to Lake Geneva to observe the ar-
tistic talents on display at the Snow Sculpting Competition. That afternoon, 
all classes will take part in fun tournaments in the gym. 
  
Friday, February 5th, we will conclude Catholic Schools Week with our An-
nual Spaghetti Dinner . This delicious all-you-can-eat dinner is open to the 
public and proceeds go toward the school's athletics programs. Please come 
and join us!! 
  
Monday, Feb. 8, our 4th and 5th grade Battle of the Book teams will be com-
peting for the school championship.  
 
On February 10th, our 4th and 5th grade students will be going to JPAC to at-
tend a play about Harriet Tubman . 



Thursday, February 18th will be Parent -Teacher-Student Conferences. 
There will be no classes February 18 and 19. 
 
March 3rd is Market Day . Thank you to all who support this fundraiser! 
 
Our Annual Salad Luncheon  will take place on Friday, March 5th. Come en-
joy a wide variety of homemade salads and desserts and our famous Salmon 
Loaf. Bring your friends and family for this fun event! 
 
You're a Good Man Charlie Brown will be performed by our Middle School 
students at 1:30pm and 7:30pm on Wednesday, March 24th. Dinner Theater 
will begin at 6pm. 
 
On March 31st, our Middle School Faith, Food and Fun members will be por-
traying the Living Stations . Please plan to attend this moving service. 
 
Market Day  is March 31st. 
 
April 1-11 is Spring Break . 
 
On April 14th our 3rd grade students will visit the Survive Alive House  in 
Beloit. 
 
Author Marsha Arnold  will be visiting our school on Wednesday, April 21st. 
This will be the culmination of our school's Reading Incentive Program . 
 
Please consider buying SCRIP whenever possible. Gift cards for gas  
stations, retailers, grocery stores and restaurants are available. They cost you 
no extra money, however a portion of the price of each gift card goes toward 
student enrichment. SCRIP is for sale after many Masses and is also available 
by calling the school. 
 
Thank you for your support for our great school! 



                   Knights of Columbus Message 
                                        by Al Funk  

 

Monsignor Beck ɀ Father Olson Knights of Columbus Council 10363 was 
formed at Nativity of Mary Parish in October 1990.  The Knights are 
committed to enhancing parish life.   For example ɀ our Christmas Fruit 
Basket Sale and the monthly Pancakes, Eggs and Sausage Breakfasts continue 
to win favor among parish members, The Knights appreciate your patronage. 
 
Recently, two youth programs were conducted with cooperation from St. 
Mary School under the guidance of Grand Knight Dennis Klein.  During 
$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÒÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ + ÏÆ # ÐÏÓÔÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ 4ÒÕÅ 
-ÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȱȢ ! &ÉÒÓÔ 0ÌÁÃÅ 7ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ 
level.  1st grade ɀ Koby Porter; 2nd grade ɀ Brad Bowditch; 3rd grade ɀ Casedy 
Bakken; 4th grade ɀ Jack Barrette; 5th grade ɀ Madison Garvin; 6th grade ɀ 
Luke Heinzen.  All of the young artists enjoyed seeing their posters displayed 
in the parish hall   The work of each named winner was entered into the 
diocesan competition.   At that level, 2nd grader Brad Bowditch took Second 
Place in his grade level and later this month, will be in competition at the 
state level. Congratulations to all of these budding young artists. 
 
The K of C Free Throw Championship for boys and girls was scheduled to 
take place in the St. Mary School Gym January 16th.   However, participation 
was far less than had been anticipated.  The Knights were ready, but Cole 
Scieszinski was the only participant. District Deputy Bob Schleis has invited 
#ÏÌÅ ÔÏ ȰÓÈÏÏÔȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙ ÇÙÍ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ σπth.     

 

Beginning January 16, 2010, Knights will be selling tickets in the Wisconsin 
Knights of Columbus Charity Raffle featuring a total prize list of $135,000 and 
a top prize of $50,000.  Prizes will be drawn at the State K of C Convention at 
Wisconsin Dells April 30--ÁÙ ρȟ ςπρπȢ  !ÓË ÁÎÙ +ÎÉÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓȣÏÒ ÃÁÌÌ 
Grand Knight Dennis Klein at 754-0092. 
 
For many years the Knights of Columbus have aided citizens with Intellectual 
Disabilities.  April 29- May 2, 2010 marks the 37th !ÎÎÕÁÌ Ȭ4//43)% 2ÏÌÌ 
$ÒÉÖÅȱȢ  ,ÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ +ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ 7ÏÏÄÍÁÎȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ ÁÎÄ 
Shopko Department Store.  Thanks for your continued support. 
 
In closing, this reminder - all Catholic Men are welcome to join the Knights of 
Columbus.  To learn more, ask a Knight, or pick up our brochures in the back 
of Church. 

  



YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

There are many who go the "second mile" 
And greet each day's tasks with a smile; 

Who spend their lives serving others 
And look upon all men as brothers. 

Who work for all children everywhere,  
When there's a need - they are there. 
Their time and talents freely dedicate 

Serving in places small and great. 
These are the ones we honor today 

And to you we wish to say - 
This world is now a better place 

Because it looked upon your face. 
                                                                      Anonymous 

 
In recognition of your dedicated service to  

Nativity of Mary Parish.  
National Volunteer Recognition Week  

April 18 - 24, 2010 
 

*************************************************************************************  

Life Line Screening  
 

 
Nativity of Mary Parish will host health 
screenings that could save your life! 
Our Church is pleased to offer a preventive 
ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ ,ÉÆÅ ,ÉÎÅ 3ÃÒÅÅÎÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
leading provider of community-based 
preventive health screenings, will host their 
affordable, non-invasive, painless health screenings on 3/12/2010. 
Screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: 
blocked arteries, which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic 
aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in 
the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease; and arterial fibrillation 
or irregular heartbeat, which is closely tied to stroke risk. Register for all four 
of these for only $149.  Your Health is in Your Hands, so call 1-888-653-6441. 


