Parish Council Minutes
March 15, 2011

Members Present:  Father Steve, Bob Craig, Julie Garvin, Kathy Clanfield, Sharon Coogan, Carol Roherty, Art Castro, Deb Jennings, Doug Soat, Tom Gehl
Members Absent:  Sue McGinnis, Mary Lynn Fox

The council discussed the article, “The Many Losers of Winner-Takes-All Politics”, 
National Catholic Reporter, January 12, 2011.

Council approved February Minutes.

· School Report—Julie reported that the Salad Luncheon was a success.  Three hundred forty people were served.  On April 10 the school will begin an initiative to promote the school and increase enrollment.  Home and School Association is planning a bowling party fundraiser for the school building project.   Teresa Pickarts, “a phenomenal teacher” from St Mary School, was awarded the Kohl Fellowship Award.

· Finance—Father Steve reported that since last month our income was $10,000 less than what was budgeted and needed. We are close to $ 65,000 behind budget.  For these reasons the Finance Committee felt the need to re-open the contract offers of parish staff for next year.  Finance Committee has decided to retract the earlier offer of a 2% raise.  If possible, the committee hopes to adjust contracts at a later date depending on school enrollment figures.  A letter will be sent to the entire parish informing them of the current situation and appealing for their help. No parish contracts will be offered until May 15.  Parish Council approved this Finance Committee plan.  It was suggested to Father that the letter to the parish come from the Finance Committee instead of from him.  Father Steve reported that he is looking for a part-time Religious Education Coordinator.  This position has already been budgeted for and has been factored into the current economic situation of the parish.

· Other Items—Father reported that the Awakening Faith project has had 8 seekers.  This has been a successful Cluster event, with all parishes being involved in planning, leading and hosting.  Bob reported that Journeys in Faith will show on JATV in April.  Journeys in Faith is a video project, produced by Howard Gage. St Mary parishioners participated by giving testimonials of their faith.  Bob has seen the program and said it is very well-done.    

Next meeting:  April 13.

